CHOOSE THE RIGHT

GUARD asoLaTE)

Choosing the right guard for the machine will create a
physical barrier between a worker and the dangerous parts
of the machinery. Use this flowchart to help you identify
the right guard for your machine.

START HERE

Are hazards present?

Is access required by
operators/maintenance
staff or cleaners?

Does opening the guard
cause the hazard to stop
before access?

Is constant access
required?

Can presence sensing
systems be used
appropriately?

If competent person
verifies the machinery
can’t be guarded, agree
on safe systems of work

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

Guards not needed

Fixed guards as

> AS 4024:1601
> AS 4024.1:1801 - 1803

Use movable guard
with guard locking
to the appropriate

category level

(see AS 4024:1501
AS 4024:1602)

Use movable guard
with interlock to
the appropriate
category level

(see AS 4024:1501)

Consider the
environment and choose
the right device, eg
twohanded controls
with a hold-to-run and
slow speed function,
and safety trip devices

AS 4024:2601 and
IEC 61496 series

Series 1: General safety
requirements

Series 2: Controls and
appropriate speeds:

> Two-handed controls

Series 3: Requirements
for specific machines:
> Mechanical

and hydraulic

power presses
> Milling machines
> Industrial robots

Series 4: Electro
sensitive safety devices:

> Pressure sensitive
devices

Note: the flowchart does not take other protective devices, such as two-hand controls, into account.




CHOOSE THE RIGHT GUARD (ISOLATE)

For more information on machine guards see Sections 7 - 9 of the
Safe Use of Machinery BPG.
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